This document provides information useful for expatriates employed by foreign organizations implementing USAID assistance programs in Moldova.  It explains entry into Moldova and the acquisition of special status cards for such employees that should make it easier for them to live in and travel to and from Moldova.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

The bilateral agreement on U.S. assistance to Moldova does not address visa requirements nor does it establish any special (including diplomatic) status for expatriate personnel, although it does give limited tax and customs privileges to certain personnel.  Entry visas for foreign citizens – regardless of nationality – who come to Moldova in connection with USAID assistance projects can be issued by the Consular Office at the Chisinau International Airport.  Such visas can be obtained free of charge upon request by the U.S. Embassy to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  To obtain a free visa for an expatriate employee (and family members), a USAID partner must present to USAID the following information no less than ten working days prior to arrival:
· Name

· Position (or association with employee)
· Duration of stay

· Copy of the passport’s information page
· Flight information

Please note that USAID may request additional information to support the dependency or other relation of individuals not employed by the partner, and may decline to request a visa on behalf of individuals who association is not adequately supported.  The same procedures are followed in the event a partner seeks to obtain a visa through a Moldovan Consular Office in another country, except that additional advance time may be required.  Citizens of certain countries, including the United States, are allowed to obtain a visa at the airport (for a fee) without the involvement of USAID or the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, but this method of entry will result in additional requirements (such as registration with the police) after entry.
“LEGITIMATIE” (STATUS) CARDS

Efforts by USAID and other donors last year resulted in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ adoption of an internal regulation on “accreditation” that allows for the issuance of “legitimatie” cards of different types to certain categories of personnel, including those of diplomatic missions and those of foreign organizations involved in technical and humanitarian assistance.   Type “E” (brown color) cards are issued to personnel (and their family dependents) of organizations of the latter type.  For as long as they are valid, type “E” cards eliminate the need for subsequent entry visas after international travel and also the requirement to register with the police.  They also serve to confirm one’s association with the United States assistance program.  On the other hand, type “E” cards do not grant diplomatic privileges and immunities, including immunities from legal process and inviolability.  The holder of a “legitimatie” card must, according to the regulation:

· Observe the rules and legislation of Moldova;

· Not become involved in the internal affairs of the Republic of Moldova;

· Use the mission, office, representative office’s headquarters, personnel residence, and motor vehicles only for purposes arising from official functions;

· Respect the way of living, culture, customs and traditions of the Moldovan people.
The regulation states that registration of personnel – a prerequisite to issuance of the cards – should be initiated within four days of arrival.  Registration requires that the following be submitted (by USAID) to the Protocol Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs:
· Copy of the passport’s information page and page reflecting the visa
· Two 3x4 cm photos

· A fully and correctly completed accreditation card form
USAID obviously cannot submit the necessary documentation until it has received it from the organization responsible for the person who will receive the “legitimatie” card.

Type “E” cards have a one-year period of validity but can be renewed.  Documentation supporting the family/dependency relationship of persons other than employees will be required unless previously provided to USAID. 

A final, very important, point is that upon a person’s final departure from Moldova (or termination of an official association with an assistance program), she or he must return the card to the Protocol Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  Failure to do so would jeopardize the continuing availability of the cards to program personnel.
A copy of the accreditation card form described above, as well as its English translation, is provided on the next pages.
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DIRECTIA GENERALA PROTOCOE DIPLOMATIC

DATELE DE ANCHETA ALE COLABORATORILOR CE URMEAZA
SA FIE ACREDITATI iN REPREZENTANTELE DIPLOMATICE

1. Denumirea reprezentantei diplomatice r

2. Numele §i prenumele colaboratorului si ale
membrilor familiei acestuia

3. Data, locul;nnsterii (tara, statul, districtul
orasul)

4. Cetitenia

. Starea matrimoniali E
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6. Functia detinuta in reprezentanta

7. Functia detinuta anterior
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8. Data sosirii si durata aflarii in Republica
Moldova

9. Actele de identitate (pasaport, carnet de
acreditare), autoritatea de stat care le-a eliberat,
data, seria, numarul

10.Termenul Valabilitﬁgii al actelor de identitate

11.Adresa la domiciliul in or. Chisiniu
numirul de telefon:

la serviciu: R

la domiciliu:

NOTA:
a) Datele de ancheti ale fiecirei persoane se prezinta separat, inclusiv copiifor, independent de
Virsta;
b) Persoanele acreditate si membrii familiilor lor prezinta cite 2 fotografii 3 x4 cm;
¢) A fi indeplinit cu caractere de tipar;
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MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

GENERAL PROTOCOL DIVISION

BIOGRAPHICAL PARTICULARS OF THE EMPLOYEES TO BE ACCREDITED TO DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATIONS

1. Name of the diplomatic representation

2. Name and surname of the employee and his/her family members

3. Date and place of birth (country, village, district, city)

4. Citizenship

5. Matrimonial status

6. Office held within the diplomatic representation

7. Previous occupation

8. Date of arrival and the period of stay in the Republic of Moldova

9. Passport/ID card, accreditation card; the name of the issuing state authority, as well as the date of issuance, serial number, and code)

10. Issuance and expiry dates of the passport/ID card, and accreditation card

11. Home address in Chisinau; telephone number:

Work:

Home:

NOTE:

a) Each person’s biographical particulars will be submitted separately; the same applies to children, regardless their age;

b) The accredited persons and their family members will submit 2 photos, size 3x4 cm.;

c) To be completed using block letters.

Date:






Signature:
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